
© Tierney

Relativ
This pro
Adaptat
 

 
 
 
 
When st
misconc
everyon
and 100
 
2. Plac

orde
num
with

3. Onc
and 
each
right

4. Rem
coul
don’
say 
relat

5. Now
now
need
ask 
leav

6. And
they
mov
mak

Adjustm
students

y Kennedy 20

ve Size of
blem will he
ions for each

 

tudents strug
ceptions rath
ne must have
00, (3) if it is n

ce the 100 M
er: 200, 300,

mber on the l
h the position
e all of the h
the 100.  No

h block and h
t to you?”  H

move all of th
ld tell you ab
’t, ask how m
6!  Usually a
tive position

w comes the 
w that some o

d to have “e
if there is sti

ve room for n
 again… give

y try to move
ve the blocks
ke some num
ments:  Grade

s who don’t 

011

f Number
elp you check
h grade follo

1. D
a
p
n
t
1

ggle with bas
her than bein
e a turn, (2) w
not your turn

AB in the mi
 900, 800, 40
ine.  Ask the
ns. 

hundreds are
ow it is time 
have the stud

Hopefully at t
he hundreds 
bout 500 and
many of the 
t this point t

ns of the othe
fun bit… tak

of the numb
ven spaces” 
ill space.  Rep
numbers tha
e the student
e the blocks t
s back.  Repe

mbers smalle
e 1 or 2:  Use
have any spa

rs through
k whether or
ow the proble

Draw a chalk
a 1000 MAB 
paper in half
numbers 1 a
they think 10
100 in the m

se ten conce
ng corrected 
when it is yo
n then you a

iddle of the l
00, 500, 600 
em if they wa

e on the line,
to “walk” th
dents say the
this point the
off to the sid

d 1000.  Som
100 blocks th
they decide t
er numbers p

ke off 300 an
ers are missi
regardless o
peat using ot
t aren’t show
ts numbers s
to “make sp

eat using oth
r or bigger d
e numbers fr
aces.  Grade 

h Numbe
r not your stu
em. 

k line across 
at the other

f to make a r
nd 1000 at e
00 goes on t

middle.  Try n

epts, they ne
by the teach
ur turn you c

are not allow

line.  Then g
 and 700.  Ch
ant to move 

, it will proba
e line and sa
e name of th
ey will decid
de of the line

meone should
here are in t
that 500 nee
pretty well.
d 400 and as
ing.  Many st

of what num
ther number
wn. 
such as 120 t
ace”.  Remo
er numbers 

depending on
rom 1-10 wit
 6 or 7:  1 to

r Lines 

udents have 

your carpet.
r end.  Ask yo
representatio
either end.  T
he line.  Man
ot to look sh

eed to be hel
her.  This act
can move an

wed to touch 

ive the stude
hoose one st
any of the o

ably still have
ay the numb
he number.  
e to move th
e except for 
d decide that
he 1000 cub

eds to go in t

sk the studen
tudents will 
bers are the
rs until the s

to add to the
ve the addit
until the stu

n what other
th bowls con
 1 million (tr

Problem

the “base te

  Place a 1 M
our students
on of the line
Then ask the
ny students (
ocked at this

Read the

ped to self-c
tivity has the
ny of the bloc

the blocks 

ents the follo
tudent to pla
ther blocks o

e a great big
ers.  Take on
Ask students
he 100 close
the 500.  Ask
t 500 is half o
e.  Watch ou
he middle, a

nts if the blo
have decide
re.  Bring the
tudents deci

e number line
ional numbe
dents decide

r numbers ar
taining coun
y using a 10m

Back-to-Fro

m of the wee

en” concept.

MAB at one e
s to fold a pie
e and write t

em to predict
(even grade 
s point. 
e rest of the 

correct their 
ese rules: (1) 
cks except fo
 

owing MAB i
ace each suc
or if they’re 

g gap betwee
ne step betw
s “does that 
r to the 1. 
k students w
of 1000.  If th
ut for studen
and they sort

ocks need to 
d that the bl
e blocks back
ide that they

e.  Watch to
ers and watc
e that they c
re beside the
nters.  Watch
m long line).

nt Maths 

k 3  

  

end and 
ece of 
the 
t where 
7s) put 

problem 

or the 1 

n this 
cessive 
happy 

en the 1 
ween 

look 

what they 
hey 
nts who 
t out the 

move 
locks 
k and 
y have to 

 see if 
h them 

can’t 
em. 
h out for 
. 


