
© Tierne

Problem
 

 
Repeat, 
be swap
 
 

 
Count in
thousan
never ye
between
and then
 
Think ab
have wo
hundred

ey Kennedy 

m of the wee

Wh
We
gen
cou
hel
100
 
Sta
the
add
blo
of t
try 

row by row 
pped for.  Ask

What d
What w
 
Most stud
long time t
big one mi
very impo
 
Try asking 
number.  T
ten.  Then 
wobble.   

n thousands 
nd…  Pause a
et had a class
n two metre
n a height of

bout extendi
orked out ho
ds, tens and o

2011

ek 2:  Place 
hat comes 
e often use h
nerally stop a
unted: 101, 1
p students u

0 and 200. 

rt off by plac
en add one m
ding one bloc
ck this row c
this number 
to have them

until you get
k them to gu

o you thi
would it lo

ents think th
to work out 
illion really is
rtant that we

your class h
This will give
actually bui

as you stack
nd ask the st
s answer “on
s and “throu
f a one thous

ng this prob
w big a num
ones would 

Value an
after 100

undreds cha
at 100.  Man
102, 103, 104
understand t

cing a hundr
more block an
ck at a time u
could be swa
is 110.  Ask s
m make the 

t to 200.  Ask
uess what the

ink the pl
ook like if

hat the next 
that it is actu
s, and with t
e build this u

ow many tho
 you a good 
ld it togethe

them: one t
tudents how
ne metre” w
ugh the roof,
sand cube an

lem to 100 0
ber is, the n
be needed t

nd Base T
0?  101, 1
arts to help c
y students t

4, 105, 106, 
hat there are

eds MAB blo
nd count 101
until the wh

apped for (a 
students wh
connections

k students if
e name of th

lace bigge
f it was o

place on fro
ually ten tho
he introduct

understandin

ousands cub
understandi

er!  I like stac

thousand, tw
w tall they thi

ithout prom
 miss”.  Help

nd then think

000 or 1 000 
ext job is to 
o make it. 

Ten 

102, 103
children unde
hink that aft
107, 108, 10
e another wh

ock on a cent
1.  Write 101
ole row is co
ten block), a
y that would

s with the blo

f there is one
hat number w

er than th
ne solid b

m thousands
ousands.  The
tion of much
ng early in th

bes you woul
ing of wheth

cking the tho

wo thousand,
ink the stack
pting!  Most

p them to thi
k about havi

000 depend
think about 

3… 109, 2
erstand place
er 100 the n
9, 200.  In th
hole hundred

timetre grid.
1 on the squa
ompleted.  As

nd then tell 
d be the nam
ocks.   

e block that a
would be. 

he thousa
block?  

s is Millions, 
ey have little
 larger numb

he year. 

d need to bu
her or not the
usands cube

, three thous
k will be.  Try
tly the answe
nk through t
ng ten of tho

ing on your s
how many t

Back-to-Fro

200!! 
e value, but 

numbers are 
his problem w
d numbers b

.  Trace arou
are.  Continu
sk students w
them that th

me of the num

all those tens

ands wou

and struggle
e conception
bers in ACAR

uild the next
ey understan
es up so that

sand, four 
y not to laugh
ers stretch fr
the size of on
ose put toge

students.  O
thousands, 

nt Maths 

these 

we try to 
between 

nd it, 
ue 
which 
he name 
mber – 

s could 

ld be?   

e for a 
 of how 

RA it is 

t 
nd base 
 they 

h.  I’ve 
rom 
ne MAB, 
ther. 

nce you 


