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Evaluation Tools

This resource has been developed to inform Reception to Year 10 classroom teachers’ planning, delivery and assessment of common school genres. Purposeful genre writing (construction) builds success around specific structures and language features. The genre specific structures and language features have been included in these evaluation tools. When a more common language feature (eg commas) is included in a rubric, it is usually accompanied by an example that relates to the specific genre (eg commas in a list of adjectives/describers contained within a noun group in a narrative).

With the exception of the Oral Language Evaluation Tool, which is recommended for use with Reception to Year 1 students, the tools are primarily concerned with written work. The writing tools do not include some of the beginning Scales (eg Scale 1) because they contain very few indicators that relate to writing. The number of genres is not limited to those included in this resource, but these tools focus upon seven common genres in schools. The tools contained in this resource are for those genres highlighted in yellow on the genre taxonomy. Each genre fulfils one of the purposes in the taxonomy.

The tools were developed by ESL Regional Consultants using the ESL Scope and Scales and English language and literacy: Reception – Year 12.

Glossary

Circumstance – a word or group of words that answer why, what, when type questions about the verb (eg She ran quickly, He played with the dog, Tomorrow they will go home)

Classifiers – part of the noun group that classifies the noun (eg the old, rusty school bus)

Conjunctions – words that join clauses together (eg and, but, because)

Describers – part of the noun group that describes the noun (eg the old, rusty school bus)

Foregrounding – the start of a sentence or clause (eg My new car is blue. After school, I tried to drive home in it, but it ran out of petrol.)

Nominalisation – an abstract noun most often formed by changing a verb (eg divide > division, discover > discovery, spend > expenditure) or describer (happy > happiness)
Noun group – a group of words built up around the noun (eg the old, rusty school bus)

Process – a verb; a doing, thinking, saying, felling or relating word

Qualifiers – part of the noun group that comes after the noun and gives extra information (eg the old, rusty school bus in the yard)

Reference items – words that refer to other words in the text (eg it, she, both)
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